Influence of early literacy on science achievement of Junior Secondary School students was examined in this study. The sample consisted of 360 Junior Secondary School II (JSSII) students(162 females and 198 males, mean age 13.47years, SD= 0.746) randomly selected from 12 co-educational junior secondary schools in Osun state,
illiterates and the brain drain (Ogunniyi, 1996) . In the school system, reports have it that relative to other schools subjects, (Trusty, 1998; Yan & Lin 2002; Gadsden & Ray, 2003) . Research shows that greater parental involvement in children's learning positively affects the child's school performance including higher academic achievements (McNeal, 1999; Scribner, Lin, 2003) ; and greater social and emotional development (Bredekamp & Copple, 1997; Fantuzzo & McWayne, 2002) . Parents not only provide mediated learning experiences and through talking with the child, sharing experiences and teaching, but also help organize a child's learning experiences (Okunola 2004) . Simple interactions, such as reading to young children, may lead to greater reading knowledge and skills (Snow, Burns & Griffin, 1998) . Also, children with richer home literacy environments demonstrate higher levels of reading knowledge and skills at Kindergarten entry (Nord, Lennon, Lin & Chadler, 2000) . Kindergarten (Schaefer & Edgerton, 1985) .
Corroborating earlier findings, Lin (2003) found that 
Procedure for Data Collection
The students (with the help of their integrated Science teachers as research assistants) were made to sit in their classroom under normal classroom conditions. The questionnaire were given to the students to take home to their parents for completion with a stipulated date of three days for them to be returned failure of which led to the refusal to collect the instrument back. Three hundred and sixty of these students complied and it was only those that had the opportunity of taking the Integrated Science achievement test. The achievement test was then administered on all the students during the morning hours and it lasted for one hour. After completion, the instruments were collected back and scored.
Scoring of Instrument
For the 24-item achievement test, each correct answer attracted one point. The minimum score was zero and the maximum, 24. For the questionnaire, the responses-"Always", "Sometimes" and "Rarely" attracted points 3, 2 and 1 respectively. The maximum score was 90 while the minimum was 30.
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Vol. Table 4b revealed that parental involvement in children's early literacy acquisition predicted only 0.280 (28%) of the variation of achievement in science (R 2 = 0.280). Table   4a showed a significant F-ratio of 140.747, which implies that the R 2 is not due to chance. Table 5 revealed a positive but weak significant relationship between parents' educational attainment and their involvement in literacy acquisition of their children.
DISCUSSION
The first finding in this study agrees with those of McNeal, 1999; Scribner, Young & Pedroza, 1999; Lin, 2003) . 
